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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 
Nicolas Coward McCann 
BEAR'S LAND Paper over board; $2.50 


* Nicolas' first picture book in which the text is his too, turns out to be a 
bearish dream sequence, marvellous, funny and sad. Siegfried, one of three polar bears 
in a zoo who have been dreaming of the north, is chosen by the others to escape and see 
if he can find Bear's Land. He does but instead of a nice snowy place, Siegfried comes 
across a glittering mansion in a forest, chuck full of bears. Delighted, Siegfried en- 
ters and is crowned king. But he discovers the other bears are people at a masquerade 
party, and he must return to the zoo and his dreaming. Blue and yellow spreads show 
peculiarities of polars and people to advantage. Weak stitching. (9/4 «LC :55-10772) 


Davis, Mary Octavia Steck 
RICKIE Paper over board; $1.00 


There's a moral to Rickie, the rooster's tale. Hatched with three colorful 
upturning feathers, proud Rickie takes to stealing all the other animals' food until 
he gets too fat and his tail pops off. Chastened, he diets, makes frienes of former 
enemies, and grows a more rooster-like tail. Stylized watercolors by Dutz for this cau- 


tionary tale. (Publ. LC:55-7878) 


Freeman, Don Viking 


MOP TOP Cloth; $2.00 


Not as good as Teddy Bear (1954) but nevertheless quite a funny picture book 
delineating that reluctance toward the first trip to the barber shop. Red-headed Mop- 
py's name suited him perfectly and he was quite contented keeping things that way, until 
one day he actually was mistaken for a mop. That turned the tables. "Mop” and "red" 
identifications throughout Don Freeman's black and pink-orange pictures add to the fun. 


Firm stitching. (9/9) 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Frasconi, Antonio Harcourt, Brace 
SEE AND SAY Paper over board; $3.00 


'A striking picture book in four languages presents a vocabulary of some 50 
common words in English, French, Italian and Spanish as well as some highly colorful 
identifying block prints by its author-artist who comes from Uruguay. Mr. Frasconi 

has gained a name in other fields- in both commercial and gallery work, and his big, 
angular figures have an engagingly childlike quality. They are pleasing vehicles here 
for the words- each printed in a different color corresponding to the country. However, 
where layout and format would seem to gear this for five and six year olds, it may take 
an older mentality to keep interested. We hope it proves the right kind of stimulus 


for early language consciousness. (9/15.LC:55-8675) 


Bromhall, Winifred Knopf 
THE PRINCESS AND THE WOODCUTTER'S DAUGHTER Cloth; $2.00 


An old-fashioned fairy tale with the theme of royal discontent tells how a 
princess escaped for a day and found lmppiness ever after. Going to the woodcutter's 
house the princess plays with his daughter and on her return she is able to persuade the 
palace authorities to let the other little girl come to see her every day. The author's 
pictures, familiar in style from her other books are in rose and blue. (8/22 .LC:55-8559) 


413 (3-149) 





4i4 (J-150) Books to Read Aloud- continued July 1, 1955 


Viking 


Eaton, Anne Thaxter- fd. 
WELCOME CHRISTMAS! Cloth; $2.50 

A thoughtful collection of carols and poems, old and new, familiar and unfamiliar, 
present the inner and spiritual meaning of Christmas as it has come down through the years. 
Inclusions like Thomas Hardy's The Oxen, Walter de la Mare's Nowel, Eerily Sweet by Eliza- 
beth Coatsworth, and Luther's Cradle Hymn, suggest the quality of the anthology and indi- 
cate a lasting value. There are many readings to choose from, and line drawings by Valenti 
Angelo, whose own The Marble Fountain (1951) and The Bells of Bléécker Street (1949) are 
familiar, should make a very attractive book. (9/7) 


Viking 


Lawson, Marie 
STRANGE IS THE SEA $3.00 
A salty anthology of sea lore and stories spans the seven seas as it presents 
both poems and prose about its myriad facets. Stories of discovery, legends about the 
Flying Dutchman and sea serpents and seals and horses of the sea, notes on the first map 
makers, the saga of the Scandinavian Neck, the musical genius of the sea- these and more 


should make good reading for read-aloud hours. Illustrations by the author (who wrote 
Captain John Smith gnd Pocahontas for Landmark Books ) will be in black, white and another 


color. (9/2) 


Viking 


Plimpton, George 
THE RABBIT'S UMBRELLA $2.75 


Whimsy and fantasy in pleasant conjunction as we hear just how Adams' townsfolk 
tackle their streetcar problem. First, there is Peter whose father runs a thimble factory. 


Then there is Lump, the huge dog whom Peter gets from the pet shop man, and who has a 


sizeable effect on the rest of the community. We also meet Mr. Otway, Adams' lone street- 
car conductor, Mr. Delaney, the policeman, and three rather unsuccessful robbers,- Pease, 
Punch and Mr. Bounceley. Caught by the powers that be, the robbers stand trial. But on 
their imprisonment hinges the demise of the street car so their case is won on the grounds 
that they have never managed to steal anything and they are free to turn the streetcar 
into a travelling diner. Precious in style, but with a nice ration of the ridiculous. 
Drawings by William Pene du Bois should prove an attraction. (9/7) 


EASY READING 
Steck 


Warren, Betsy 
THE DONKEY SAT DOWN Cloth; $1.50 

A comforting little story, with enough excitement in it for beginning readers, 
tells what happened to Melissa and her donkey one day at a country school about 50 years 
ago. Melissa rides Taffy to school where he is teased and ridiculed while she does her 
best to stand up for him. Then in the midst of e fight with Albie, one of the boys,Taffy, 
intervenes to ward off a snake in time for Albie to come to his senses and kill it. Taffy 
is rewarded with flowers and orange peel, which he happens to like. The author's colored 
pictures have appetizing proportion and detail. (Publ. LC: 55-7877) 


CLASSICS, REPRINTS AND INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS 


Richards, Laura E. Little, Brown 
TIRRA LIRRA | $3.00 


* Welcome back to Laura Richards and her wonderful rhymes. All the more fun if 
encountered as a new experience. We like especially the light-fingered malice of the six _ 
little tigers who happily ate their brother's head when the cook chopped it off to sub- 
stitute for sauce; the "Bibulums and Bonkums" of Rio ("That's the place for me and you!"); 
and "Loky moky poky stoky smoky choky chee". Illustrated with Marguerite Davis' satirical 
sketches of all the creatures and objects that people the verses. (7/27) 
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Corbin, William Coward McCann 
GOLDEN MARE $2.75 


* Deadline (1952, p. 562) and High Road Home (1954, p.2) were two fine books for 
the 12 to 16 group and this one fulfills the promise of the others. It is set on a ranch 
out West and it is about an ailing boy and an aging palomino mare and a mutual affection 
that pulls the boy through to a psychological and physical recovery from rheumatic fever. 
Robin Daveen's life is suddenly so full of Magic, the mare, that he shares every moment 
he can with her and dreams about her when they are apart. Indeed it is Magic alone who 
has his confidence, for Robin's delicacy and other peoples' reactions towards it make 
him think he is at odds with the world. Yet his parents know that Magic must die soon 
and they fear that the godd she has brought Robin will be undone. At the last Robin him- 
self realizes this too, but in his mind there is a dream-adventure that sends Magic a- 
way- not to death but to a free life that in turn gives Robin his first freedom in life. 
A strong, well turned story, handsomely illustrated by Pers Crowell. (9/2$LC:55-6891) 


Lauber, Patricia Coward McCann 
CLARENCE, THE TV DOG $2.50 


There is some happy humor here as Pat Logan, who lives in Connecticut tells how 
Clarence came to live at her house and what happened after the small dog's portentous 
arrival. For Clarence came as a belated birthday present from an uncle, on the same day 
Pat's younger brother, Brian, had ordered a TV set for a free trial period. However, it 
is Clarence who stays and the TV set that goes, even though Clarence's strong personality 
keeps the Logans: on the go at a TV show pace. Her friendliness attracts a variety of 
other animals, there in an unsuccessful hunting trip with Uncle Jeffrey, local fame as a 
watch dog, and so on, until Clarence tops it alloff with a batch of puppies: Patricia 
Lauber is familiar to readers as editor of Scholastic Magadziné.. Leonard Shortall ‘has 
made funny drawings for her first book. (9/7)2% 


Brown, Pamela Crowell 
THE WINDMILL FAMILY $2.75 


* Here's high humor in a summer's annals of an English essayist's financially 
strickenfamily and their children's attempts to improve the situation. For years the 
Channings have lived in a windmill they love. But they are faced with unpleasant pros- 
pects when Mr. Channing must take a job in a bank in town and sell the windmill toa 
couple of lady cyclists who want to make a "handwoven" tearoom out of it. Unexpectedly 
it is on the children, Colin and Kate, that the burden of extrication from the situation 
falls. Puffin, a school chum of Colin's and king of a country near India, turns up with 
a reward on his head and a desire to be free for awhile before taking up royal duties. 
How the children keep him hidden away from eastern plots, and win the reward money, makes 
a delightfully believable plot. By the author of Family Troupe (1953, p. 41.) The draw- 
ings by Lisl Weil are as funny and crazy as the story. (9/?.LC0:55-9206) 


Lampman, Evelyn Sibley Doubleday 
THE SHY STEGOSAURUS OF CRICKET CREEK $2.75 


* A newly acquired ranch in the West, and the odd conglomeration of people and 
animals who find themselves there, are personages and’ props: for: a really, enjoybale fan-. 
tasy by the author of a growing list of good stories for children. Joey and Joan are 12 
and twins and their widowed mother has just inherited a small ranch at Cricket Creek. 
Finances and the work they must put into it to make it a going concern are their problem. 
There is a ray of hope, however, in that frail Professor Harris has asked them if he might 
dig on their land for dinosaur bones and of course he promises a money gratification if 
he finds any. Out by the professor's diggings one day, Joey and Joan run into George, a 
shy stegosaurus, and it is through their chats with him that all their difficulties are 
really solved. Taking full advantage of the implications of a stegosaurus' personality- 
especially a shy one who has been wandering around for eons and who wants a little com- 
panionship- the author builds a clever narrative around his thoughts and his comings and 
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goings. As a supposedly stupid creature, George bemoans his shortcomings, but he has a 
backhanded brilliance as he lets the kids in on some of the principles of evolution, pro- 

vides a delightful foil for human foibles and prods Joey and Joan into making the most of 

their opportunities. Before George says goodbye and fades away into the rocks, a thief r 
has been caught, Prof. Harris has found eohippus bones and a stray pilot has convinced 

the twins and their mother of the practicalities of land reclamation. Hubert Buel has 


done funny drawings for the story. (8/25) 


Doubleday 


Urmston, Mary 
THE SEVEN AND SAM $2.50 

Mary Urmston has written a number of good stories for both the teen age and 
younger reading groups (see The New Boy, 1950, The Twenty-five and Ann, 1953, etc.) and 
this one is at least as pleasing, if not as searching, as the others. It all happens in 
New England where Judy Mark and Roger Arnold's father is finishing a book. Their play- 
mates are Clayt, Dunc and Red, three boys from the village, though there is no girl for 
Judy. This worries Judy less than it does Mark, who fears she is getting to be too much 
of a tomboy. Then there is Sam, Mr. Jethro's horse. Mr. Jethro is one near neighbor, 
while another is Mrs. Dorian, a painter and a recluse. Sam is an amiable animal but his 
mysterious disappearances turn out to be a main problem for the kids who don't discover 
till the end that Sam has been wandering to Mrs. Dorian's and is there being painted for 
a series of humorous advertisements. Mrs. Dorian has a daughter, too, who makes the seventh. 


Appropriate drawings by Grace Paull. (9/8. LC: 55-9995) 


Steele, William 0. Harcourt, Brace 
TOMAHAWKS AND TROUBLE $2.50 


Another wilderness portrait by the author of The Buffalo Knife, Wilderness 


Journey ete., closely follows the fortunes of three children left alone in the Virginia 
forests after an Indian raid. Laird Whitlock, 11 and the-central character, is with his 
father and a group of salt hunters as the story opens and there is some worry that Indians 
may attack with the approach of warm spring weather. When they do, only Laird, another boy 
Matt, and Jane, younger still are left, with Matt's and Jane's fathers killed and Laird's 
vanished as a probable captive. Starting for home, the children have an arduous road to 
go. They disagree on routes; they are captured for even more harrowing experiences with 
Shawnees- before they escape and finally find Laird's father. Realistic and unglorified; 

a refreshing change from the general run. Paul Galdone's drawings. (9/? LC: 55-9006) 


Brock, Emma L. Knopf 
PLUG HORSE DERBY $2.50 


Not a story about Elmer, Einer and Kristie this time (see Here Comes Kristie and 
others), though the setting- mid-west farm country- and the gentle humor are the same. Nancy 
is bored with farm life until she hears of a coming event- a plug horse derby to be held at 
the State Fair. With high hopes for her own horse, Plow Boy, Nancy grooms and trains him 
for the preliminary race, bucks the scoffing of her brother Bill, is interviewed by a news- 
man and finally, on the big day, comes through in a photo finish. The author's drawings 


are smooth. (8/22. LC: 55-89h7) 


Jane, Mary C. Lippincott 
MYSTERY IN OLD QUEBEC $2.25 


A holiday in Quebec combines business, for Mr. Nelson, with pleasure, for young 
Mark and Kerry. Interest is held by the introduction of a small mystery which the children 
meet and solve at their pension. First, one of their jackets disappears; then they find a @ 
note asking for help. Going to its source, Mark and Kerry learn about Pierre, a half Indian 
boy, who is being held by the French half of his family because they disapproved of his 
mother's marriage and want to bring Pierre up in their own world. However, Mark and Kerry 
help expose the injustice and Pierre is allowed to go home. This added to the sightseeing 
and historical landmarks, makes a rather trite story. (9/7. LC: 55-7986) 




















July 1, 1955 Eight to Eleven- Fiction- continued 417 (J-153) 





Hawthorne, Dorothy Longmans, Green 
A WISH FOR LUTIE $2.50 


A family story of Texas pioneering follows the fortunes of the Rollins, espec- 
ially Lutie and her younger brother Will as they experience a first year of hardship as 
nesters' children in the panhdndle. When they came from Missouri Lutie and Will were 
thrilled at the prospect of a new life. But its joys soon faded as problems of housing, 
of a cattle rustler, and of pressure from big land owners, seem insurmountable. But at 
the end of the year the Rollins are on the up-grade. The rustler is caught, their house 
is built and the future secured. Standard brand. Illustrated by Katherine Voute. 


(9/7.10:55-8309) 


Johnson, Siddie Joe Longmans, Green 
CAT HOTEL $2.50 


* Here's an unusual boy-and-cat story, that has enough oddly, logical quirks. and 
coincidences to turn it into a good dose of catnip for the reader. Ted Mahon, 12, is 
faced with a problem when his parents must go to South America for some months on busi- 
ness. What can he do with his cat Butch, while they are gone? Just as the problem is 
many sided, so is the solution. First, Ted talks it over with his minister, who also 
happens to like cats. Then he meets Morgan Bartlett, a young photographer with a one- 
man show of cat pictures in the local museum. Finally, there is Mrs. Dietrich, lovable 
eccentric, whose cats are her main occupation. She boards cats, so she boards Ted with 
Butch, while the Mahons go south. There are even some Latin American cats and children 
at Mrs. Dietrich's too, and all- minister, photographer, cats and kids add up toconsider- 
able entertainment. Illustrated by Janice Holland. (9/2.L0:55-5757) 


Hubbard, Margaret Macmillan 
A CROWN FOR CARLY $2.75 


Margaret Hubbard has a good list of children's fiction to her credit- among the 
most recent, Halloran's ‘Hill and Thunderhead Mountain. As in these, this has quite a 
deep analysis of its heroine, 10- year- old Carly, a psychology professor's daughter 
and cousin of a young nun, Sister Isabel, on whom she has a crush. Carly persuades her 
parents to send her to the boarding school where Sister Isabel teaches. Her experiences 
there make funny, thoughtful reading. Much as she wants to adopt the saintly character- 
istics of her cousin, Carly is a gay, energetic girl whose spirits are irrepressible. 
Without intending to, she breaks rules and when she is almost expelled for it, even though 
One escapade results in good fortune for the school- Carly is made to realize that even 
the church belleves each person is meant for a different role in life and that she is 
not necessarily at fault in being unlike Sister Isabel. Jill Elgin's drawings have Car- 
ly's exuberance. (9/6) 


Baker, Margaret J. McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey House 
LIONS IN THE WOODSHED $1.75 


For those who liked Benbow and the Angels (1952), Homer Sees the Queen (1953) 
and other hardy English adventures,- sometimes with a touch of magic, sometimes not,- 
here's more fun in store. It is mostly about Tessa and Steven, children of a sculptor 
father and a doctor mother, but it also has a lot to do with their dull, scholarly cou- 
sins Amy, Doris and Winston, whom they visit for a summer and liven up. The initial 
opportunity presents itself when Tessa acquires a small black animal figurine at a local 
bazaar. Mapledurham, the figurine, turns out to have magic powers and as practical 
wishes are made and granted there are ample doses of fortunate catastrophes, even to 
lions in the woodshed, before Mapledurham's mystery is solved. Humorously illustrated 
by Margaret Iane-Foster. (9/?.LC:55-9534) 


Hunt, Marigold McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey House 
HESTER AND THE GNOMES $2.00 


A fey story by an English author who already has her following, this is simply 
written and has a tame charm in its portrayal of a world of little people and a world of 
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big. Hester, who lives on a farm, meets the gnomes when her father decides to drill a well 

and the breakthrough accidentally hits the land of the Great River Torg. Disturbed at the 
affront the gnomes send their President, Chancellor, and a few hangers on to the upper world 
where they run into Hester and her cats. All soon find they have a common language and as © 
the funny problems are solved one by one, the gnomes decide to make their new home in an 

oak tree. Not as clever or as subtle as Mary Norton's The Borrowers but with the attraction 

of miniscule niceties. Shadowy pictures by Jean Charlot. (9/2. LC: 55-8902) 


Morrow 


Cleary, Beverly 
BEEZUS AND RAMONA $2.50 
* Still another set of adventures about the members of the Henry Huggins’ contin-— 
gent turns the spotlight on "Béezus", (Beatrice Quimby ) and her younger sister Ramona. 
Beezus really goes through the mill with Ramona, who for most of this book, is in her 
charge. Four-year-old Ramona of course always has an answer for: everything, sometimes a 
surprisingly successful one. A few of the things that happen to her and desperately sen- 
sible Beezus include a marked up library book, a tussle with Ribsy- Henry's famous dog- 
a session in art class where Ramona comes off with literally flying colors, etc. Miss 
Cleary's wit is accurate and irresistible. Satirical drawings by Louis Darling. (9/7) 


Thomas Nelson 


Fisher, Aileen 
OFF TO THE GOLD FIELDS $2.75 

A home styled story of the Colorado gold rush in 1859 takes eleven year old 
Joel away from his Iowa farm family for some adventures with his wanderer uncle, Jake. 
Starting out for Pike's Peak in the spring, Joel is kept on tenterhooks by the mysterious 
provisions Uncle Jake has loaded into his wagon. Then as they journey West, the new 
friends made add experiences as valuable as the gold they find. The mysterious load turns . 


out to be well-stored provisions that come in handy in time of need. Warm and light. © 
Illustrated with drawings by Richard M. Powers. (9/7?) 


Shutter, Lilly Thomas Nelson 
DORINDA'S DIAMONDS $2.75. 
Quite a humorous family story mixes in pathos as well and sets its fabulous dis- 
covery down in realistic terms. Dorinda Daly, about 11, lives with her mother and father 
and her biggest worry is money, for her father is making a slow psychological recovery from 
an unfortunate accident that cost him the loss of a leg. Then Dorinda's explorations, in 
the basement of their house, uncover a cache of 23 diamonds. As the Daly's house is rented, 
there are legal transactions to go through and they particularly involve Mr. Von Doodle who 
is physical education teacher at Dorinda's school. Mr. Von Doodle has property rights and 
when his lawyer tries to deprive Dorinda of her just rewards, Mr. Von Doodle is quick to 
realize the situation, fire his lawyer, make friends with the Dalys. and inspire Mr. Daly- 
with the fact that he himself has a wooden leg and became a physical instructor despite 
the handicap. Bright. Illustrated by Veronica Reed. (9/7) 


Viking 


Rowntree, Lester 

LITTLE TURKEY | $2.50 
Absorbing six to eight year old daily life doings are closely and humorously 

detailed by the author of Ronnie and. Ronnie and Don, which were also set in southern Cali- 

fornia. Eltee (L.T.- for Little Turkey- because that's what he looked like when he was 

born) is youngest in a doctor's family who came to settle in the Sierra Nevada about 1880. 

As Eltee grows and explores his world, we explore with him and Mr. Rowntree gets us just 

about as excited about it all as Eltee is himself. He's scared off by an old man of the Yd] 

mountains, has trouble with his teacher at school, visits a lumber camp with his older 

brother and finally learns not to be so shy with people. Good descriptions and character- 

izations in the many episodes here. Illustrated by Don Perceval. (9/2) 
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Sanders, Stella Viking 

FLYING HORSESHOE RANCH $2.75 
i © A western fantasy in which young Steve, who just happens to be in the right 
y mood and locality, suddenly finds himself on Flying Horseshoe Ranch and ready.for the 


adventures that follow. Dee, its owner and a tall, slim cowboy, shows Steve around when 
he arrives and then invites him to make a ringer with the magic flying horseshoe. If 
Steve does, he can have any horse on the ranch and train it for his own. Minor setbacks, 
while Steve waits for the return of the horseshoe and fears that a palomino colt will be 
an ugly duckling, are smoothed out for a happy ending. Light as the western fleece 
clouds. Illustrated in black and white and one color, by Barbara Latham. (9/7) 


| Pauli, Herta Ives Washburn 
THREE IS A FAMILY $2.75 


* Set in the post-war Germany and Austria of today, this is quite a charming 
romance written by a skillful author of stories for this age group (see The Golden Door, | 
1949, "Lincoln's Little Correspondent, 1951). It revolwes around Kitty Matthews, the 
daughter of a German girl and an American flyer. As her mother is dead, Kitty has been 
living with her hidebound grandmother in Munich, completely out of touch with her father 
who has been able to get news of her through her mother's friends in the small mountain 
town of Tegernsee. One of them is Betty, an American girl brought up in Germany and a 
bookstore proprietor in the town. Though Betty knows Major Matthews only by letter, 
the correspondence has been long and revealing, and Betty and Kitty finally meet on a 
visit. As it happens, Major Matthews is stopping on maneuvers in Austria at the same 
time and Betty's and Kitty's efforts to reach him provide rising suspense as well as 
the happiest of outcomes. Funny, unsentimental, a real treat. Kurt Werth's drawings .(9/7) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Morrison, Lillian--gompiled by Crowell 
@ A DILLER, A DOLLAR $2.50 


* The popularity of Yours Till Niagara Falls and Black Within And Red Without, 
will testify to the probable market for this third book of school days' humor- "Rhymes 
and Sayings for the Ten-0'Clock Scholar", compiled by Lillian Morrison. The result of 
good rapport. with the children she knows, Lillian Morrison's collection is a true and 
laughable rendition of current sayings going the rounds. The rhymes are divided into 
categories covering school subjects, deportment, book inscriptions, etc.,and range in 
reason from, "Ashes to ashes, /Dust to dust, /Oil those brains/Before they rest" to ye 
old "No more pencils, no more books/No more teachers' nasty looks." Happy drawings by 
Marj Bauernschmidt decorate the verses. (9/2 LC: 55-9213) 


Rudomin, Esther Crowell 
LET'S COOK WITHOUT COOKING $2.50 


Fine dishes and menus for the younger set to concoct are appetizingly out- 
lined in a collection of recipes that never once involve the use of a stove. You can 
guess what they are- salads, cold soups, sandwiches, drinks, icebox desserts and so 
forth- but within these limits the author has managed to squeeze a long list of dishes 
that could keep anyone from gastronomical boredom. Recipes are divided into categories 
corresponding to the parts of a full meal from appetizer to sweet, and the instructions, 
as well as being clearly written, are happily illustrated with comical drawings by 
Lisl Weil. (9/15. LC: 55-9218) 


SENN 







McClung, Robert Morrow 
VULCAN, The Story of a Bald Eagle $2.00 » 







A nicely written life cycle story- to add to this author's growing list-takes 
a North American eagle through the years from birth until it has reached the age of 22. 
The natural events in Vulcan's life are exciting, and there is a good sense of the 

course of nature as animals kill and flee- for survival. There is interesting material 
too, on the eagle's body structure and habits, the lifetime mates, brood raising and so 
forth. Good black and white brush drawings by Lloyd Sandford. (9/7. LC: 55-6912): 
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Sheed & Ward 
TWENTY TALES OF IRISH SAINTS $2.75 


Anecdotal rather than biographical these stories present incidents in the lives 
of twenty Irish saints in a straightforward devotional manner for Catholic readers. There © 
is the tale of St. Patrick and the daughters of Connaught, Ethna and Fedelma, who heard 

him preach and were immediately converted from paganism. There is the tale of St. Brigid, 
friend of animals, and the boar she harbored from hunters and tamed in her convent; and 

of St. Gall, companion to St. Columbanus, who left Ireland for Switzerland and there found 

the right place to build his monastery. Quietly illustrated by Johannes Troyer. A useful 


collection for religious classes as well. (9/2. LC: 55-9458) 
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Curtayne, Alice 


Franklin Watts 


Hutton, Clarke 
$3.95 


text by Mabel E. George 
, A PICTURE HISTORY OF GREAT DISCOVERIES 


From Clarke Hutton again (see A Picture History of France, 1952, p. 602), this 
colorful chronology of the world's main voyages of discovery is textually and illustra- 
tively very well grounded. In the words and the pictures there is the feeling of the old 
world and its narrow limits, and, as they were widened, the surprising fortitude and en- 
durance of men like Marco Polo, Columbus, Cook, and Bering, and of the ten fabulous things 
they encountered. Issues on the political and social level make themselves felt too, as 
the reasons behind the trips, and their results, are enumerated. The concise text, and 
the wealth of strikingly designed spreads make this worthwhile despite the cost. (8/2 


LC: 55-9817) 
TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 


Crowell 
BETSY'S WEDDING $2.75 


The next step in growing up in the Betsy-Tacy-Tib series involves Betsy.and Joe 
directly, as they marry, settle and have their first months together in Deep Valley, Minne- © 
sota- days full of the ebullience familiar and favorite to faithful followers. Just back 
from Europe, Betsy has made up with Joe after a fight that nearly ruined their romance. 

There is a weekend in New York first- the excitement of doing the town, buying a ring and 
so forth. Then it's home for them both, as Joe resigns his Boston job to work for a local 
newspaper, marries Betsy and settles her down as a busy budgeting housewife. Treasuring 
her days, Betsy furnishes her apartment, lives through Tacy's first baby, helps Tib find 
aman. Bubbly as strawberry soda and as light. Vera Neville's drawings. (9/2) 


: Dodd, Mead 
HILDA BAKER: School Nurse $2.75 


Lovelace, Maud Hart 


Deming, Dorothy 


A worthy career romance for young adult readers beginning to be aware of community 
problems and human strengths and weaknesses takes Hilda Baker through her first year as nurse 
for the junior high school in Haddonfield, N.J. Throughout, interest is maintained in the 
network of personal and public problems that involve Hilda and the people she works with. 
The first difficulty that presents itself is with Mrs. Perkins, senior faculty member, who 
is troubled by the fact that the city health department may take over the school service, 
and hence extremely critical of Hilda's conduct and activities. Then there is the school 
doctor who loses his heart to Hilda, who in turn loses hers to the school principal's 
brother Jim, who is a psychologist. There are the students too whom Hilda helps with family 
problems, and,in the end, she works through to a happy solution of her own. A bit trite, 
but sound, as have been all the long list of nurse stories by D.D. (9/6. LC: 55-9135) 


Meek, Col. S. P. Dodd, Mead 
BELLFARM STAR $3.00 


Col. Meek has won his audience with well-authenticated animal stories in the past 
and this, a well-paced trotting story set in Kentucky and Florida and along the tracks, 
won't fail to win more applause. Chub,who is slightly crippled, and his brother Roger, live 
on Bellaire Farm with their grandfather, Lou Bellaire. But it is long since that Lou's 
finances have thinned out and a misdemeanor on the part of one of his agents has caused a 
temporary suspension from racing. Lou decides to wait out his time, but when the chance 
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for a comeback comes, it is on Chub's shoulders that it falls. Roger must go in the 
army and Chub, if unwillingly at first, sees the new colt, Bellfarm Star, through train- 
ing in Florida and lightning wins at sulky races that take them to the highest stakes 
and a new security. (9/6. LC: 55-928) 


Hall, Marjory Funk & Wagnalls 
STAR ISLAND AGAIN $2.75 


...and Carolyn and Ken again (see Star Island, 1953), as these two spend an- 
other industrious and instructive summer at Star Island, the Adirondack girls' camp 
where Carolyn suddenly found herself head counselor. Eager to get back after her fresh- 
man year at college, and to see Ken who will be helping at Star Island this summer, 
Carolyn nevertheless finds her hands full- with emotional problems as well as camp 
duties- when she returns. First, there is Rosemary, another counselor, who reacts badly 
to Carolyn's position as head. Then there is Carolyn who becomes childishly jealous 
herself when her younger sister Marta arrives unexpectedly. Distressed about school 
grades and home problems, Marta makes an honest, successful attempt to adjust, though 
she won't discuss things with Carolyn who seems overbearing to her. But with quiet Ken 
to act as mediator, differences are straightened out. Overlong and episodic, but it 
makes its point. (9/%) (LC: 55-11097) 


Nielson, Jean Funk & Wagnalls 
GREEN EYES $2.75 


HX Jan Morgan's story of her senior year at Mountain View High in Cascadeville 
is exciting teen-age reading and affords some practical if simplified solutions to fa- 
mily problems as well. Jan is chosen editor of the school paper, but the thorn in her 
side is that she is rather plain, intelligent, and wants to be accepted for what she is. 
Her mother on the other hand, tries to get her to be glamorous,and things are further 
complicated by Mrs. Morgan's siding with Andrew, Jan's brother, retarded in school from 
rheumatic fever and not as smart as his sister. With two sets of values to reconcile, 
Jan has a hard time of it until she thoroughly realizes "plain" people have exciting 
lives toc. In her turn, Mrs. Morgan finds a more solid outlet for her feelings by going 
into the dress designing business, and a once quarrelsome family is happy at last as 
Jan wins a college scholarship at the end of her year. (9/7?) (LC: 55-11100) 


Sinclair, Kenneth L. Funk & Wagnalls 
LOST CITY OF THE SUN $2.75 


A Four Corners mystery digs back into history for the discovery of the secret 
behind a lost tribe of the pueblo district and also uncovers an archeological fraud. 
The two heroes of the story are Gard, a boy who works at the Klah Nez trading post in 
New Mexico Navajo country, and Brian Telford, another boy who comes with an expedition 
bent on discovering a deserted Anasazi village and the reasons for its abandonment 
centuries ago. The story is a good one and as the plot thickens and Gard joins the 
expedition, the boys' suspicions that the expedition leader is up to no good, are con- 
firmed. Lonergan,the leader, is trapped in his attempt to gain control of the valuable 
finds, and Card and the more studious Brian are rewarded with a double solution to their 


quest. (9/27) 


Ketchum, Philip Little, Brown 
THE GREAT AXE BRETWALDA $2.75 


A legend-story of the British struggle with the Danes in the days of King Al- 
fred has a saga-like quality as it recounts with dignity the adventures of Wilton and 
the Brotherhood of the Lost and’ how they helped Alfred oust the Northern invaders. In 
accordance with a vision he has had, Caedmon, a British forger, makes the great axe, 
Bretwalda, to be kept in readiness for the man who will come and lead them. When Wilton 
appears, he meets and fights Regnault, a lord of Alfred's, thus proving his strength and 
his loyalty to Britain despite the fact that he had spent his youth in captivity with 
the Danes. Ensuing battles, though well won, see Wilton and a group of other lords taken 
hostage by Hrothgar's forces and brought to Denmark. They are imprisoned but escape to 
bring what confusion they.can to their enemies and to save Wilton's beloved Ethelda from 
becoming Hrothgar's bride. Home once more, there is one final treachery to be quelled 
before Alfred's victory is finally won and Wilton and Ethelda are given their own lands 
to govern. Good history. (9/6. LC: 55-8099) 
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Wilcox, Don Little, Brown 
BASKETBALL STAR $2.75 


A sports story with good intentions outlines Ernie Abbott's junior year at Mid- 
western University as a basketball star with a hard row to hoe. Ernie starts the year 
with the enmity of Professor Bolunt, his history teacher, who has a bad opinion of all 
athletes. Then his brother Willard, a former football star, now with an investments firn, 
is jailed. With Willard's reputation to live down, Ernie develops an unattractive outer 
shell, only to discover still another irritant- a betting ring started in the University. 
Until Willard is cleared of false charges, Ernie has a fourway battle going on- but with 
the help of new friends and his own common sense, he manages to bring all his desires- 
good studies, good basketball, the chip off his shoulder, and the cracking of the betting 
ring- to fruition. Pictures by Don Sibley. (9/8. LC: 55-8839) 


Philbrook, Clem ! Macmillan 
SKIMEISTER $2.50 


Another light sports adventure by the author of Key Log (1953, p. 71) The Magic 
Bat (1954, p. 118) etc. takes Dartmouth for its setting, freshman Steve Butler for its 
hero and skiing the skill for which he must fully qualify. Having earned a reputation 
as something of a skier in high school, Steve goes to college with a feather in his cap 
already. But he goes too with the animosity of Bates, a resentful sophomore with a long 
history of grade and high school rivalry with Steve. Ski and temperament-wise, the year | 
proves testy, until Bates, basically unstable,testifies against himself in an honest 
recognition of his own shortcomings. Swift turns and slaloms here. (9/}) 


Lewiton, Mona Youth Today Novel- McKay 
PENNY'S ACRES $2.75 


* Sensitive, searching stories for teen-agers have become Mina Lewiton's trade 
mark with books like First Love (1952) and fiie Divided Heart (1946). Her writing is 
colorful, springlike in its tenderness and quite expressive of the ups and downs young 
people feel as they go from innocence to experience, and learn to solve valid problems 
of work and love. In this story Penny Rowan is a New England girl whose roots go deep 
in Evergood County where the Rowans have lived for generations but where they are no 
longer wealthy. Part of their land has been sold and Penny's grandfather bears a grudge 
against a city family, the Haydens, who have acquired and built on their former estate. 
Penny feels this deeply, but as she graduates from high school, at the head of her class 
in English Composition where she has had the friendship and encouragement of her teacher, 
Anthony Olliver, she meets another set of problems. First she encounters the Hayden's 
daughter Alix, who has a painful speech defect. Then Randy, a fine musician and a boy 
Penny is not sure about, meets Alix too and a common love for music puts a remarkable 
stop to Alix's stuttering- despite the fact that Randy is as vacillating in his affec- 
tions as he is in his life aims. In trying to understand and help them both, Penny's 
aid comes from Anthony, who tells her something more of himself, of growing up and the 
spiritual rewards of a writer's occupation which Penny has already begun to realize. 

The land problem too, is solved with the introduction of handcraft industries to the 
community and for all, there is a more solid and still open future. J.L.G. (9/23) 
“cme ; 


LC: 55-8995) 


McCormick, Wilfred McKay 
THE MAN ON THE BENCH $2.75 


.»+is Rocky MéCune returned as history and science teacher and baseball coach 
to Koulee High, his old alma mater, five years after his graduation. The Rock gets a big 
reception, too; the boys are all for him and know he'll pull Koulee from the dumps that 
have kept them from beating Charles City lo these many. Confident as he is, Rocky never- 
theless has trouble lighting in to all the oldsters around him- school board etc.- to make 
them sit up, take notice and not be so pokey about things. He succeeds, but the scrappy 
highspeed handling of characters makes them a little incredible and creates a questionable 
set of values all the way around. (9/9) 
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Harris, Betty K. Romance for Young Moderns— Messner 
KAREN'S NURSERY SCHOOL PROJECT $2.75 


As a fill-in while she waits for Joe to graduate from college, 17 year old 
Karen rather half-heartedly decides to take an assistant's job in a nursery school in 
her small home town- but as she works, her aims grow stronger and more satisfying. Dis-. 
tracted at first by the rosy picture of marriage, and by Joe who thinks she should stay 
home and housekeep, there is nevertheless an undercurrent of new stimulation when Karen 
begins to realize that working with children is serious business. Mrs. Stevens, the 
director of the school and a hard task master, gives her books on child psychology and 
spares no rod on Karen either, when she is inefficient. Then Joe realizes what the 
job has come to mean. His encouragement and Karen's determination to go to college, 
are marred by a setback Karen thinks may cost her a good record, but it is a temporary 
one and Mrs. Stevens’ opprobrium has its salutary outcome. Overdone at times, but 
good career material. (9/f LC: 55-9856) 


Hobart, Lois *+“ Romance for Young Moderns-— Messner 
KATIE AND HER CAMERA $2.75 


A good career-romance (in contrast to the Williams book reported below) 
takes basically sensible and imaginative Katie through a set of experiences that con- 
firm her values of creative work with a high standard and un-glossed human relations. 
In her last terms at the University in Minneapolis, Katie takes a part time job as 
factotum for a well known photographer, Rolfe Esperson. Absorbed in his work and 
responsive only to the inner cores of the persons around him, Esperson senses Katie's 
seriousness, wisely yet humorously encourages it and proves a natural instrument in 
her association with Paul Sillers, a newsman with whom Esperson works. For all three 
it is a rich, happy association. Katie has a stroke of luck with Life magazine with 
the acceptance of a picture story and then she moves on to an out of town newspaper 
job. Though temporarily set back by a misunderstanding over an important narcotics 
story, Katie's and Paul's love deepens to where they realize a fine future together- 
and if their story is naive, without real problems or analysis, it makes the right 
kind of introduction to worthwhile people. (9/2 LC: 55-9858) 
Raftery, Gerald m2 Messner 
TWENTY-DOLLAR HORSE $2.75 
* This time Gerald Raftery has injected the theme of race prejudice into a 
boys-and-horse adventure (see City Dog, 1953, Snow Cloud 1951, etc. for other animal 
stories) that opens the way to better social relationships in the small town of Burton 
City. Jack Leach, a white boy, and his best friend, Teddy Washington, a Negro, hear 
of a pinto pony old Mr. Jensen had bought from a carnival. The boys want "Apache" 
and, on the condition they take good care of him, Mr. Jensen hands him over. They have 
fun fixing a stable for the pony in an unused lot,but Teddy has other cares as well. 
His family wants to move from their poor section to a better one, partly to give Teddy's 
older brother Tom a good chance to begin his doctor's practice. But on the verge of pur- 
chase, the price is raised. The Leaches, though sympathetic, are unable to persuade the 
powers that be to remove the zoning obstacles, despite the good the boys and Apache do 
the community. There is a realistic outcome however as Jack himself talks to the Wash- 
ingtons' prospective neighbors and finds they will be glad to have the new family in 
the area.. Bernard Safran's drawings. (9/% LC: 55-9862) 


Williams, Frances Leigh Romance for Young Moderns-— Messner 
WELCOME TO DUNECREST $2.75 


Patty and Paul, at the end of their junior year at Cornell's hotel school, are 
hired as assistants to help with the running of a Virginia Beach hotel for the summer. 
The resulting story is just a little sillier than one might imagine a career-romance 
about the hotel business to be. Arriving at Dunecrest, we get the picture of Paul- 
brilliant, capable, thoughtful, etc.; and of Patty- unsure, hesitant, bothered by the 
idea that Paul's intervention might have gotten her the job, yet determined to prove 
efficient. And in the complications that follow- she does, even though her success seems 
out of character with her awe of mankind. There's a spate of jealousy in the intrusion 
of a red-head who tries to pin something on one of the waitresses, but Paul and Patty 


handle the affair successfully enough to win the attention of a big hotel man in disguise 
who offers them a solid future- together. Work values are stressed, but the veneer of 


resort life is so thick (as it must be) that the basic point seems almost irrelevant. O/ 2 


(9/. LC: 55-9869) 
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Thomas Nelson 


MacKaye, Loring 
TRAIL FROM TAOS $2.75 


Loring MacKayé'’s work has included other novels for this age group set in 
various periods of American history (see Pat’s New Worlds-1954, John of America- 1947, 
etc). Like those, this is a solid family adventure story and it is set in the Southwest 
of 1846-47 at a time when the Mexican War was one of the many distressing elements in the 
life of the Mentos- trader William, his wife and his two sons, Jimmy and Squirrel. Set- 
tling in Taos, the Mentos are lookingforward to a steady life but there are interruptions. 
War clouds rumble- and an Apache taking a fancy to young Squirrel, captures him and takes 
him to his tribe for good luck. William is off on a trip so it is Jimmy who must set out 
out with a friend to look for Squirrel. Their search is hazardous and long but successful. 
Yet with Squirrel found, they still must return to a besieged Taos before the finale, that 
brings all the Mentos together as New Mexicans,is finally reached. (9/2) 


Thomas Nelson 


Paschal, Nancy 
PROMISE OF JUNE $2.75 

A little deeper than Spring In the Air (1953, p. 121), but along the same lines 
is this artistic career-romance set in a Texas Gulf town and about Debra who wants to be 


a sculptor. Faced with the prospect of having to go to work instead of continuing art 


school, Debra is job hunting one day when she runs into Val Melvin, a successful young 

local sculptor, who has a studio and classes. He sees some of her work, encourages her 

to reproduce and market it, and Debra is off to a good start. Working and studying with 

Val produces further good results, sculpture and friendship-wise, and when some minor 

upsets have been righted, and when Debra turns down Greg, another boy who can't see why 

she wants to work of is ready to start a more rewarding life with Val. Pleasingly 
Kd 


modeled. (9/2) i 


Oliver, Jane 


St. Martin's Press 
YOUNG MAN WITH A SWORD $2.50 


A simply dimensioned historical novel is set in Scotland during the seven years 
prior to the Bannockburn victory by Robert the Bruce, and is centered around the adven- 
tures of Gavin Maitland whose father is in an English prison. Gavin is 14 in 1307 when 
rumors of Robert's return begin to circulate. He and a friend, Murdoch, go to join the 
Bruce's forces and the seven intervening years, see them grow into men as they help ward 
off the continuous threats from England. They, as well as their loved ones at home, are 
instrumental in protecting Scotland from raiders and traitors, and a happy future awaits 
them all after the victory. Straightforward, but the narrative is written in an unsuc- 
cessful vernacular and has little brightening color. Standard drawings by William 


McClaren. (7/11) 


Angelo, Valenti Viking 
BIG LITTLE ISLAND $2.75 
Again New York (see The Bells of Bleecker Street- 1949) and Italy (see The - 
Marble Fountain- 1951) merge for a very warm and human story of Lorenzo, 14 and a war 
refugee, who comes to stay with his aunt and uncle who run a bakery in Greenwich Village. 
Lorenzo is a frank, pensive boy, in many ways unlike his American contemporaries, and 
throughout the book, there is the theme of his nostalgia for a lost home. Uncle Tonio 
and Aunt Angelina have their problems too. Nick, their eldest, has the earmarks of be- 
coming a hoodlum until he joins the Navy and realizes his responsibilities. Neverthe- 
less, there is a tie of love and understanding that nourishes the whole family, and 
Lorenzo, whose artistic talents are beginning to sustain him too, comes to believe in 
a happy, hard working future in a new land. Though the story is too episodic and at 
times too facile to convey the impression of well planned fiction it has its value as 
a sincere portrayal of an open, emotional people. Illustrations in line by the author. 


(9/2) 
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Daugherty, Charles Viking 
WHERE THE CONDOR NESTS $2.50 





























A fanciful story set in Peru combines photography, archeology and illegal 
treasure hunting for the stuff of its adventure, but the result is over dressed melo- 
drama rather than real excitement. Coming to Lima at the invitation of General de 
Armas, a friend of his archeologist father's, Peter Winkler arrives to find that the 
General has just been killed. At a loss, Peter is given temporary work by Senor Blanco, 
the General's aide who also encourages him to use his photography and presents him with 
the opportunity to go on an expedition with Harrington, another archeologist. Previ- 
ously, Peter had seen Harrington trying to make off with some of the General's effects, 
but he goes along anyway. High in the Andes near an Inca ruin, Peter and his camera 
finally expose Harrington as a fraud, and the expedition finishes its work in the name 
of science. Illustrated with line drawings by the author. (9/7) 


Science Fiction Series Winston 


9/9 $2.00 


Wollheim, Donald- THE SECRET OF THE MARTIAN MOONS-. A jaunty story, somewhat 
more humorous and lighthearted than the others in this series, takes young Nelson Parr, 
a Terrestrtan born in the Martian outpost and research center, through a set of adven- 
tures that unlocks Mars' secret. A political controversy is raging on Earth as to whether 
or not. to continue to support the Martian outpost, where Nelson's father is research 
chief. Those in favor point to the marvelous machines found on Mars, any one of which 
could advance civilization eons, if their secret could be discovered. Going to work on 
the problem, Nelson finds out- in an interesting chain of events that characterizes a 
Mars basically like the canal-covered red planet we know it to be now- that the Martian 
moons Phebos and Deimos, are centers of tyrannica? factions that have kept Mars in sub- 
jugation. Phebos and Deimos are vanquished and all is well. (L1C:55-5741) hf 


Winston Adventure Books Winston 
9/2 eae $1.75 


Allsop, Kenneth- LAST VOYAGES OF THE MAYFLOWER-. A boy's story built around 
the voyages of the Mayflower, from 1620 to 1624, has for its hero young Tom Bristow 
whose attachment for the ship became so great that he bought her timber at the end to 
make his farm barn along the Thames. Tom's first voyage is the famous one and there is 
a slightly different angle to the Pilgrims: story, viewed here through the eyes of a 
galley boy. Returning then, Tom sails on three more trips, two to the south and one to 
Greenland when the Mayfllower entered the whaling trade. Harsh times up north contri- 
bute to the decision to dismantle the ship and Tom, who finds his love is more for the 
Mayflower than the sea, buys her wood. Based on historical data, but nevertheless an 
average adventure story. Illustrated by Norman Guthrie Rudolph. (1C:55-5056) 


Briggs, Berta N.- TO THE SHORES OF TRIPOLI-. Though the battle at Derna, fought 
by a handful of Americans and;.Arabsto free the Mediterranean from piracy, had an unfortu- 
nate aftermath, the events leading up to it make a brave chapter in American history. 
They are told here through young Zed, a protege of William Eaton, the consul to Tunis, 
who was most deeply involved in the efforts to stop the tribute system. As a midshipman, 
Zed goes to Tunis where Eaton makes plans to help Hamet, friendly to the U. S., regain 
power over his brother. Eaton and his small contingent of Marines go to the desert to 
find Hamet and return with the Arabs to do battle, Zed having his share in the victory. 
Washington's failure to follow through on negotiations, and Eaton's unhappiness, are not 
part of the book- which stops at the height of the famous victory. Pictures by Edward 

. Cortese. (10:55-5015) ? 
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Pliotz, Helen Ratnoff- £d. Crowell 
IMAGINATION'S OTHER PLACE $3.50 


426 (J-162) 


* A fine collection of poetry written through the ages- "Poems of Science and © 
Mathematics" as the subtitle reads- which we hope will be given a fighting chance to reach 
as many young readers as possible. When it does, it will do the job of inspiration well, 
for the collection as a whole combines qualities of poetic beauty and familiar scientific 
phenomena to give a satisfying recognition to a wide variety of readers. The selections 
have been divided into different sections- on creation, on forms in nature, on animal life, 
on astronomy. Each, with its introduction by the editor, serves to clarify and magnify the 
connections, for example between Genesis and a stanza by T. S. Eliot on scientific discovery, 
or between Pope's Essay on Man and Dylan Thomas’ note on "The Force that through the green 
fuse drives the flower". There are notable omissions and much could have been contributed 
from the work of Milton, Keats and John Donne, who are not present. Despite this, the 
anthology is an admirable drawing from many works and the striking scientifically symbolic 


prints by Clare Leighton enhance the meanings still further. Note for adult sales and as 
a useful schogl text. (9/?.10:55-9216) 
McKinney, Roland J. Dodd, Mead 


FAMOUS AMERICAN PAINTERS $2.75 


A collection of short biographies of some twenty well known American painters 
covers the course of traditional American art from John Symbert, who came to this country 
from London when he was 44, in 1728, to John Sargent and the early 19th century painters. 
Included among the others are Copley, Stuart, Inness, Whistler, Homer, Eakins, Prendergast, 
Mary Cassatt, etc. Despite some notable omissions (Morse, for example), this is a useful 
reference, and the biographies have been illustrated with reproductions from the artists’ 


works. (9/6.10:55-9420) 


Farrar, Straus 


ea.$h95 


Vision Books 
9/2 


A new series being inaugurated this fall, by Farrar, Straus, VISION BOOKS 1s a 
projected group of biographies of:Roman Catholic Saints, simply written and geared to 
cover as wide a reading group between eight and sixteen as possible. So far this seems 
to have been done with success, for the narratives are basic enough to appeal to early 
readers yet informative enough to capture the interest of older children. hroughout 
there is the sense of spiritual perseverance and devotion, simply dimensioned, that 
marks these books as aids for younger Catholic religious studies. 


Beebe, Catherine- St’, JOHN BOSCO AND THE CHILDREN'S SAINT » DOMINIC SAVIO-. 
John Bosco, known for the many Italian boys’ schools and organizations he started, was a 
man of the 19th century, born near Turin in 1815 and raised in the small village of Becchia. 
His father died when he was young and he lived on a farm with his mother and two brothers. 
A serious and morally concerned boy, he spent much of his time trying to persuade his 
companions to do good, often by fighting them rather than using the gentler methods of which 
he later became aware through a vision. John learned juggling and some showmanship too, 
and ingeniously used his skill as an attraction for prayer meetings. Though he was far too 
poor to pay for schooling, he met Don Calosso, another priest, who befriended him and gave 
him the opportunities to earn scholarships that could start him on a religious life. Later 
when the boys’ schools were a reality, one of John's pupils, Dominic Savio, showed the 
selflessness of a saint and though he died when he was only 15, he was made a saint in 1934. 


(LC:55-9793) 
Vision Books (feontinued) Farrar, Straus @® 


Derleth, August- FATHER MARQUETTE AND THE GREAT RIVERS-. As the author of much 
historical fiction about the time and territory of Father Marquette (see The Country of 
The Hawk, 1952, Land of Sky Blue Waters, 1955), August Derleth was a logical person to choose 
for this biography. He writes it simply and with devotion for the priest who wanted to be 
a martyr and a missionary and braved everything to go to the wilds of Canada, The narrative 
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starts when Father Marquette is already a young man on his way to Quebec. There are 
backflashes to show his former life and the development of his convictions that led him 
first to Quebec and then to Three Rivers where he stayed to learn as many Indian dia- 
lects as possible before he had the good fortune to be sent to the Sault. Then with 
Joliet down the Mississippi and into virgin territory, he was given the chance to have 
his dearest hopes come true. Quietly told. (LC: 55-9791) 


Real Books Garden City 
9/6 De Luxe Ed.- $1.50 


* Merriam, Eve- THE REAL BOOK ABOUT AMAZING BIRDS- Astounding information about 
the hornbill, the ostrich, the hummingbird,the umbrella bird and other such feathered 
oddities, dots the pages of a book that is also a good general introduction to orni- 
thological study. Although the author states at the outset that her choice of examples 
will be in the realm of the more unusual birds, the themes of her chapters are generally 
informative. The origin of birds from reptiles, feather structure, beaks, nests, birds 
that dance and skip, migration, non-flying birds- these are the subjects that orient 
and entertain and that have a good chance of making bird watchers out of even the most 
apathetic, as they begin to realize that even the general run of bird is amazing too. 
Accurate two tone drawings by Paul Wenck illustrate the subjects. 


* Sherman, Jane- THE REAL BOOK ABOUT SNAKES- Report repeated from p. 176 (J-58) 
when the book was scheduled for earlier publication reads as follows..."Delightful read- 
ing for the folk who find a fascination in those long slithering bodies, covers snake- 
dom from birth statistics to odd tales about capturing pythons for zoos, in well ordered 
chapters that exhibit a quiet humor too. Almost all of the first half of the book is 
taken up with general information:- numbers of species there are in the world, origin, 
physiology, eating and reproduction, how snakes sense their surroundings, and groundless 
supersititions about snakes. The next two sections on helpful and poisonous North Amer- 
ican snakes familiarize us with specific kinds and tell, among other things, what to do 
for snake bites. Last chapters regale with information on world snakes from anacondas 
to bushmasters and those tricky pythons which must be pushed coil by coil, into strong 
boxes for zoo captivity. Your money's worth in facts and entertainment by a clever author 
of non-fiction, (see her other Real Books about dogs and bugs). Pictures by Harper 
Johnson and Russell Payne." 


Kitson, Harry Dexter & Stover, Edgar Morgan Harcourt, Brace 
VOCATIONS FOR BOYS $3.75 


A revised edition, this extensive survey has been brought up to date to include 
occupations now possible within the realm of recent scientific developments. It is an 
unbiassed comment, good in that it presents the full range of vocations, the basic per- 
sonal requirements for them and practical information as to how to get started. The op- 
portunities, whether large or small, to succeed in each are noted too in all fields- 
skilled trades, the professions, the arts and so forth. For girls too. (9/7) 


Christensen, Gardell Dano Holt 
FEARLESS FAMILY $2.75 


---is the family mustelidae, the species name for weasels, otters, minks, 
martens, badgers, skunks and their ilk, and the stories Gardell Dano Christensen tells 
about them have a definite and precise vividness. Each of the stories is short, and 
brisk narratives personalize animal heroes as they live out certain typical experiences 
in their lives. Fancy, a marten, exhibits the courage and aggression of his kind as 


) he kills a squirrel and then escapes the tearing grasp of an owl; Lutra, an otter, 


plays as hard as all otters play; Little Shot, a young skunk, is more dignified- because 
he can afford to be. These are a sampling of the stories that should delight anyone 
with a taste for the out of doors and the out of the ordinary. Illustrated with the 
author's line drawings. (9/7) 
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McKay 


Paradis, Adrian 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE $3.00 


Public relations, its methods and practices, is enumerated in lively manner 
and substantial background for a career book on a new and exciting occupation.. Granting 
at first that. public relations is subject to as many ills from dishonest practitioners 
as it is to benefits from more conscientious workers, Mr. Paradis defines his concept of 
the field as one that creates goodwill and understanding for a benefical cause. Going 
ahead then, he outlines its history from the days of Ivy Lee and Edward Bernays; what 
communication with the public is; and the various ways in which it is done- promotion and 
publicity, advertising, and so forth. He discusses the ways in which ideas are put across 
through “planted” articles, stories, books, radio and TV programs, news releases and movies, 
and, to illustrate these methods, the various jobs public relations does for government, 
schools and business. Enlightening descriptions follow of typical public relations work 
days- of Dorcas Campbell of the East River Savings Bank and Jack Coneybear at American Air- 
lines. Hints on how to enter the field, and the necessary qualifications such as loyalty, 


imagination, etc., wind this up. (9/?.LC:55-8998) 
McKay 


Scheib, Ida 
WHAT HAPPENED? : $2.75 


To satisfy our curiosity, here are "the science stories behind the news".,. 
competently told by a familiar author-artist of non-fiction. Whether accidents or well 
planned developments, the behind-the-scene details of how and why are presented extensively 
and with good explanations of the scientific principles involved. The incidents included 
are of real interest: rain making, the recent explosion of a Japanese tanker, the atomic 
battery, a solar eclipse, eye examinations for school children and so forth. All hap- 


penings are well illustrated and diagrammed by the author. (8/?.1C:55-8996) 


McKay 


Wells, Helen 
ADAM GIMBEL; PIONEER TRADER $3.00 


The early days of Adam Gimbel make quite an absorbing adventure story which the 
author tells with the enterprise due an honest hardworking young man who did what he could 
against the odds. A Sephardic Jew, Adam Gimbel left home in 1835 when he was about 17 and 
his Bavaria was the scene of German militarism and peasant oppression of the worst sort. 
Accounts of the Gimbels' farm life and the struggle young Adam had to get passage on a ship 
to New Orleans are graphic. Once in America Adam was free to work for his own livlihood, 
rather than that of a tyrant baron, and, after a time as a New Orleans longshoreman, he 
acquired a peddler’s stock of goods and went out on the road. Good merchandising brought 
advancement to the point where he could open a store in Vincennes and his policy of custo- 
mer satisfaction brought its benefits as well. As Adam's reputation grew, so did his es- 
tate- to the point where sa trip to Philadelphia brought profitable negotiations with another 
merchant, Kahnweiler, and preparations for marriage to his daughter, Fridolyn. As the story 
ends, Adam is still young but with the promise of fulfillment that made his name the shopper's 


byword it is today. Good, (9/?.10:553:8997) 


Messner 


Day, Beth 
AMERICA'S FIRST COWGIRL $2.95 


The biography of Lucille Mulhall, by an author who has also done books on Gene 
Rhodes and Will Rogers, has serious sided Annie-get-your-gun showmanship to its account 
of the lady who could ride, rope, steer rope and break in horses just like a man, only 
better. Born and raised near the town of Mulhall, Oklahoma, where her father retired 
from army life to become a railroad stock man, Lucille soon showed first signs of expert- ¢& 
ness as an all around cowhand. There are entertaining anecdotes of Lucille's remarkable 
feats, the protests they drew from her mother, and the glory they brought her at rodeos 
and exhibitions later on. We get the feeling too, that Lucille lived her trade both 


creatively and skillfully. Illustrated with photographs. (Mp 
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Graham, Shirley Shelf of Biographies- Messner 
BOOKER T. WASHINGTON $2.95 


An emotional biography of Booker T. Washington, this has nevertheless been 
based on careful research and contains imaginative recreations of many of the actual 
scenes of Washington's life. His was a dramatic and meaningful life and the judg- 
ment of this book is not meant to decry that fact. As it stands, the book should do 
a lot of good. Readable narratives follow young Booker "up from slavery" through his 
early life on the Burroughs plantation, the first freedom in Malden, West Virginia, 
the opportunities of schooling, and later the post of the Negroes’ school in Hampton 
Roads that meant a precious chance for the young man. Then came Tuskegee and the op- 
portunity for his philosophy of education and the dignity of work. The rest - Washing- 
ton's rise to fame, the grants and recognition from such as Carnegie and Roosevelt(T.R. ) 
is told in a framework of just rewards coming to the worthy. But, in the relative 
absence of such elements as the feelings of other groups towards Washington, the whole 
seems to take on an unreal sweetness. Shirley Graham has perhaps done better work in 
her other Negro biographies, Your Most Humble Servant (1949) and There Was Once a 


Slave (1947). (9/%. LC: 55-9855) 


2 . | 
Sootin, Harry _ Shelf of Biographies- Messner 
ISAAC NEWTON $2.75 


* A successful working biography of Newton, readable as well as informative, 
holds to the promise of Mr. Sootin's Michael Faraday (1954, p. 122). It is a full 
length picture that takes Newton from a boyhood marred by the raids of the Commonwealth 
period through old age and recognition as one of the scientific geniuses of all time. 
With skill too, the narrative combines the color of Newton's daily life and his re- 
actions to the people around him with a cumulative description of the working of his 
mind. As Newton grew and had the good fortune to be sent to a prep school, the concept 
of his interest in natural things is sharpened in many ways. His long stay with an 
apothecary's family in Grantham brought a lucky stimulus to ideas that were already 
fomenting in his teen age head. Years at Cambridge were broken, again almost fortunate- 
ly, .by the plague and the chance it gave Newton- at home while the college was closed- 
to reflect and think of his laws of motion, the spectrum and the binomial when he was 
hardly in his twenties. Science has been woven into the narrative, sometimes while 
Newton is teaching it, more often when he is thinking it, and always clearly and to 
advantage. Good reading, especially for an interest that combines science and the 
meaning behind it. (9/% LC: 55-9868) 








































Hofsinde, Robert Morrow 
THE INDIAN'S SECRET WORLD $3.95 


These carefully told story-essays describe certain instances of religious life 
in many of our North American tribes, and they are the result of the author's lifetime 
study that was prompted and furthered by warm personal connections with Indians of to- 
day. As a young man he was adopted by Chippewas and the experience led to further know- 
ledge of the Sioux, the Ojibwa, Blackfeet, Seneca and Pueblo Indians. Each of the 
stories here is about a different tribal custom and the reasons for it- for instance, 
how the Blackfeet paint their tepees and find through their dreams the designs to put 
on the skins; the meanings of the brave deeds that earn a Cheyenne a bonnet; the opera- 
tions of the Seneca False Face society, and so on. Written with careful consideration, 
these should prove informative. Black and white and full color plates by the author are 
romanticized but they show respect and admiration for deserving peoples. (9/7.LC:55-7688) 


Landmark Books Random House 

9/6 ea. $1.50 

Boylston, Helen Dore- CLARA BARTON- As the author of the Sue Barton series, 
Helen Dore Boylston knows how to take full advantage of the dramatic elements in the 
life of the founder of the American Red Cross. Yet she does so in a calm and calculated 
way that injects little sentiment where there could easily have been too much. Familiar 
as the events are, they take on new life here. There is Clara's childhood in Massachusetts 
where she developed as a shy yet physically daring girl, an odd combination but a natural 
one for the strenuous life of nursing ahead. Her nursing instinct showed itself early 
and strongly. At eleven she tended her brother through a two year illness, becoming 
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despondent herself when there was no longer any work of this sort to do. Teaching then 

seemed a logical occupation but there was bad luck here when the position of principal in 

a school Clara started herself was given to a man. A full account of Clara's Civil War 
activities, and the years in Europe where she was inspired to start an American branch of @ 
the Red Cross, makes the bulk of the book and is satisfyingly detailed. Illustrated by 


Paula Hutchison, 


Carter, Hodding- ROBERT E. LEE AND THE ROAD OF HONOR- Lee's story told again, 
this time by a novelist and a newsman, follows the course of his conscience and loyalty to 
Virginia, and of the battles that made him more loved in defeat than perhaps any general 
the world has known. Sketching Lee's background and boyhood, Carter indicates the net- 
work of feelings that were later to make him reject the offer to command the Union forces. 
All through youth, through West Point and the first years of Army duty, there is. the sense 
of Lee's development as a disciplined man, intelligent and respected and perhaps above all, 
@ liberal who had freed his own slaves. Yet it was the very discipline and loyalty that 
kept him from turning against his own state. A straightforward and efficient narrative, 
this gains from Carter's experience as a writer. Illustrated by William Hutchinson. 


(LC: 55-5819) 


Costain, Thomas B.- THE MISSISSIPPI BUBBLE- A good historical essay, and for 
Thomas Costain a new theme, traces the life of Bienville the Frenchman whose efforts saw 
the first successful colonization of the Mississippi Delta region. It was fifteen years 
after La Salle took possession of the river for France that Iberville and later his brother 
Bienville came to begin the serious work of settlement, and in a land whose problems were 
as strikingly varied as its natural beauties. Besides the task of living, of clearing for 
the fort at Biloxi and the town of New Orleans, the major political issues involved the 
shunting of Louisiana, like a lost child, between Spain and France through the machinations 
of John Law. But most important to Bienville was the political fate of Louisiana and he 
had to die in sadness, no longer able to persuade his government of the necessity to main- 
tain it as an integral part of France. Neatly turned and with enough excitement to aucune 


interest. Pictures by Warren Chappell. (10:55-5817) 


Dobie, J. Frank- UP THE TRAIL FROM TEXAS- Described by a loving, experienced 
hand, these annals of Texas trail driving days- the period of post-Civil War wholesale 
drives to markets in the North- have a realistic ring and a wealth of anecdote that over- 
looks few of the aspects of ranching and herding in the 60's. Short chapters with on the 
scene narration give a feeling of immediacy- as a typical cowman tells his own story, as 
longhorns are described as a breed, as Chisholm's Trail is travelled, as cowtowns are 
visited, desperados fought, and so on. A wealth of material for young ropers and tiers, 
this is good historical background too. Illustrated by John C. Wonsetler. (10:55-5825) 


Hansen, Harry- OLD IRONSIDES, THE FIGHTING CONSTITUTION- Harry Hansen, who wrote 
the community study Scarsdale (Harper, 1954) ,writes a companionable colorful biography of 
the Constitution, the Navy frigate that was launched in Boston in 1797. and has not yet 
gone to the deep. One of the first Navy frigates, the Constitution was born to cover her- 
self with glory in a succession of famous battles and with a chain of able commanders at 
her helm. Along with three other frigates, she was built at the threat of French hostility, 
but as this decreased, her tasks fell in the realm of routing Barbary Pirates under Preble, 
Bainbridge and Decatur, and later, the British in the war of 1812, when one of her greatest 
victories was the complete destruction of the Guerriere- all in the line of duty while pa- 
trolling the New England coast under Stewart. War tasks done, the Constitution became a 
training ship and then a museum piece and can be seen today in Boston. A segment of Navy 
history, this also outlines the course of empire. Pictures by Walter F. Buehr.(LC0:55-5822) 
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Jackson, Charlotte- THE STORY OF SAN FRANCISCO- An efficient outline of the his- 
tory of California's bay area begins with a description of the land and the first expedi- @ 
tion to come near it, that of Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo who failed to find the bay because 
of the fog covering its opening. Francis Drake was next, though he only stayed a short 
time and left a gap of some 200 years before the first permanent settlers arrived from 
Mexico. They came under Anza and established a mission, a presidio and the town of Yerba 
Buena. For the next decades however, the area remained relatively unimportant because 
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of the previous establishment at Monterey. Finally its acquisition by Mexico from 
Spain, though troubled by a separation of church and state and the consequent decline 
of the missions, preceded an increased popularization of the district. Sutter's and 

@ Fremont's familiar roles are played out. There is the war that made California part 

| of the states, the gold rush that made the U.S.A. part of California, and the final 

building of San Francisco that made her one of the world's most colorful cities. Not 

| as inspired as some of the very readable adult books on San Francisco, but good. 

| Pictures by Kurt Werth. 


































Kuhn, Ferdinand- COMMODORE PERRY AND THE OPENING OF JAPAN- A fascinating seg- 
ment of the history of our east-west relations is aptly reported and looks at the 
differences and the difficulties with both eyes open. Principally a description of 
Perry's role in the famous treaty negotiations, the book opens with some account of 
the Commodore's life and personaltiy. Here his faults as well as his virtues are 
noted- the iron hand that joined with the love for pomp, and their curiously beneficial 
effect on the reluctant Japanese. The picture of Perry's arrival is fraught with an 
enduring tension, yet sprinkled with the funny incidents that made so much of the early 
negotiations look like comic opera. Japan's internal troubles are analyzed too, in 
terms of the quarrel over the shogunate and a lack of inner stability that made Perry's 
penetration easier. Illustrated by J. Graham Kaye. (LC:55-5821) 


Marriott, Alice- SEQUOYAH OF THE CHEROKEES- His life is told with the care 
due it, by a well known writer on North Americun Indians and their cultures. As the 
boy who was to become the Cherokee genius with his invention of a written alphabet for 
his pecples' language, Sequoyah was born lame. He was also born the son of northern 
trader, Nathaniel Gist, who married Wut-teh, a chief's daughter, on one of his visits 
to the tribe. Thus Sequoyah, though brought up as an Indian, felt the influence of a 
white man's background too. He spent two years fighting with Jackson in the War of 
1812 and when he returned, his life had become so reflective that his wife divorced 

@ him for being lazy and Sequoyah was left with his daughter Ahyoka, who helped him with 
the alphabet, sharing honors with recognition. Compare this with Frances Williams 
Brown's Captured Words (Aladdin, 1954), which has more reference to the actual letters. 
Illustrated by Bob Riger. (1C:55-5823) 


Moody, Ralph- KIT CARSON- The familiar events of Carson's life are given an 
affectionate treatment by the author of Little Sritches (1950) and Yan of the Family 
(1951), books that described Moody's own Colorado background. There is a good sense of 
time and place, as the narrative starts at the beginning to tell of Carson's adverse 
boyhood, his struggle as a frontier "runt", and his decision to flee from his position 
as a saddlemaker's apprentice and at 16 to head for the trail to Taos. Small as he was 
Carson soon proved he was a match for any man. He joined Ewing Young's trappers and 
became so proficient at outdoor life that he formed a band of his own mountain men. 
"Carson's Men" as they were called pathfound for Fremont in the 1840's. Close atten- 
tion is paid to the role Kit vlayed at all times, as Indian fighter and Indian friend 
and as the agent who won the love of many tribes. Full and satisfying. Illustrated 
by Stanley W. Galli. (LC:55-5818) 


Tregaskis, Richard- GUADALCANAL DIARY- A considerably abridged version of the 
book Tregaskis had published in 1942 covers the main events of the island siege and | 
has been changed slightly with the addition of first and last chapters to relate the ) 
siege with the other Pacific theatre action in WWII. Thisis helpful reference material, 
but as we noted in our original report, the account had an air of unreality which we 
hope isn't enhanced by the cutting of material here. Perhaps the original still 
measures up as better reading. Photographs. 
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Dodd, Mead 
THE FAR JOURNEY $3.00 


A companionable period piece returns to 1880 and joins gentle Jessie Montgomery @ 
as she makes the “far journey” from Missouri to Texas to join her husband, Edward. Un- 
prepared for the hardships along the way- the death of her uncle, attacks, a flash flood, 
etc.- Jessie faces and survives them all nevertheless, with courage. Styled for women 


readers, Likeable. (Full report on p. 393. 8/22. LC: 55-9923) 
Steele, Wilbur Daniel 


432 (J-168) Fiction for Young Adults- continued 
Erdman, Loula Grace 


Doubleday 
WAY TO THE GOLD $3.95 


A good story skillfully told shows what happens when the only surviving parti- 
cipant in an old train robbery lets out the secret of the cache. Naive Joe Mundy, the 
old robber's cell mate, is made the fall guy as he hears of the way to the gold just as 
the robber dies and as he is released from jail. Joe's bumbling way leads to the satisfy- 


ing solution of his own problems as well, and his unique adventures make this book stand 
. out from standard brand westerns. (Full report on p. 392. 7/28. LC: 55-7006) 


Morrow 
THE LARK SHALL SING $3.00 


A pleasant reading experience strikes a light note too often absent today in a 
family story of how the younger members solved a situation which the oldest sister thought 
insuperable. Lucille is engaged, and as the family is scattered, she writes the others 
that their house must be sold. Their unexpected responses bring them all home, along de- 
vious routes, to reverse Lucille's idea. Heartwarming. (Full report on p. 396. 8/2ah. 


Ic: 55-9059) 
Pakington, Humphrey 


Cadell, Elizabeth 


Norton 
THE VYNES OF VYNE COURT $3.50 


Muddled misunderstandings mark the romance of Martin Vyne, a younger son, and 
Nancy Phillips, unfortunately nobody from nowhere. Family plottings get Martin engaged 
to a wealthy girl who in turn becomes engaged to an earl, at last leaving Martin free for 
Nancy- and Cupid has his day. Muted mirth- in London. (Full report on p. 397. 8/24) 
Scribner 


Hale, Nancy 
THE EMPRESS’ RING $3.00 


A collection of short stories with a definitely autobiographical aura creates 
a build-up of personality, traditional upbringing, the lares and penates of a New England 
childhood and schooling. Through memory recalls there are warm interpretations of child- 
hood agonies and joys, adolescence, illness, and the contradictions of human relations, 
and these have none of the brittle quality of Nancy Hale's novels. (Full report on p. 399. 


8/12. IC: 55-9672) 
NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Relisted for Young Adults’ Non-fiction from 12 - 16 Section: 
Kitson & Stover- VOCATIONS FOR BOYS (see reprints) Harcourt, Brace 


Paradis, Adrian- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE McKay 
Plotz, Helen Retnoff- £d.- IMAGINATION'S OTHER PLACE Crowell 


Sootin, Herry- ISAAC NEWTON Messner 


Crowell 
NEFERTITI LIVED HERE $3.50 


An entertaining recall of a season spent in Egypt with a British museum group 
there on a dig has the mark of an individualistic observer that should make it a natural @e 
for the Gods, Graves and Scholars market. The group is predominantly young, their site 
was Tell el Amarna, Amonhotep's and Nefertiti’s city. The completely eventful winter there 
disregards nothing, and as exciting discoveries are made, the reader too is drawn into an 
absorbing chain of events. (Full report on p. 404, 8/15. IC: 55-9192) 


Chubb, Mary 
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Reid, Constance Crowell 
FROM ZERO TO INFINITY $3.00 
































@® The concept of zero is presented as the most difficult, fascinating and in- 
structive, in a book singular for its insight into the imagination, relevance and 
sheer excitement of mathematics. Along with curious puzzies, the author explores the 
growth of prime numbers (with zero the foundation), the contributions of famous mathe- 
maticians and despite some imbalance in intellectual analysis, the book is a skillful 
and rewarding work. (Full report on p. 402. 8/8.LC:55-9200) 


de Poncins, Gontran Doubleday 
FATHER SETS THE PACE $3.95 


A portrait of an elegant French papa devoted to the Art of Living has the 
ambiguous air that so charming and heedless a gentleman would evoke. A born bachelor, 
he needed a wife to support him in style and found one in a provincial aristocrat 
whose views differed sharply from his own. There were feuds, with her, and with his 
brother, the explorer, and in the telling there is full play of papa's dramatic and 
demanding attitudes that gives a departed era a deserved memorial. (Full report on 


p- 410. 8/25.10:55-9239) 


Seyd, Felizia Doubleday 
THE RHINE $5.00 


In an enchanting travel book whose author knows and loves the river, the 
reader explores its farthest reaches. The twin Swiss sources where excavations have 
brought new historical evidence to light reveal a Switzerland new to those who visit 
only tourist centers. There is then the frontier Rhine where the-past also lives, 

@ the industrialized valley, the big cities and the Ruhr, and finally the sea at Rotter- 
dam. On the way the life of a people becomes woven with the magic story of a great 
river. (Full report on p. 403.8/11.1L0:55-7972) 


Houot, Georges S. & Dutton 
Willm, Pierre Henri $3.75 
2000 FATHOMS DOWN 


A meticulous account of the bathyscaphe F.N.R.S.3, by its crew of two- 
Houot, the sailor, and Willm, the engineer, tells of the three years of work that 
went into her successful dives. This construction, testing, cooperation with Picard, 
new problems as they finally get to the Atlantic- all describe the capabilities of 
the submersible and present a vivid picture of the undersea face of the earth. Dia- 
grams and photographs. (Full report on p. 407.8/18.LC:55-8323) 


Kirk, Dr. Grayson- Intro. by Dutton 
WHAT IS COMMUNISM? $2.95 


| A picture history of Communism that illustrates and illuminates its origin, 

| its many faces and the varying appeals it has for different peoples. Introductory 

{ remarks and a well arranged series of pictures and texts are graphically convincing of 
Communism's evils and the inclusion of historical data too makes a well rounded survey. | 


(Full report on p. 401.7/11.LC:55:7920) 








Adenauer, Konrad Harper 
ONE WORLD INDIVISIBLE $2.75 
















A brief but strong credo by Germany's Chancellor gives some valid directives 
for the modern world and a warning of the pitfalls that can deflect it from the goal of 
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stable peace. Defining the total world view in its present tensions, Dr. Adenauer also 
discusses European union with increased responsibility for his country, the absence of 
evil nationalism, and Christian democracy. A hopeful stimulus to action. (Full report 


on p. 406. 8/18. IC: 55-6562) @ 


Foster, James R.- Fd. Harper 
GREAT FOLKTALES OF WIT AND HUMOR $3.95 


A gay collection of a hundred tales from over the globe and across the years 
gives a spirited idea of the lighter folk vein. The tales are told under twelve headings 


according to theme and within each there is an introduction placing the stories and type. 
About a third appear in English for the first time. (Full report on p. 409. 8/24. LC:55-8052) 


Henry Holt 
THE DESERT AND THE STARS $3.95 


For mature readers, this biography of T. E. Lawrence describes his life as a 
man of action and as a recluse as well as his childhood and the psychological complex that 
made him what he was. Above average in early life, Lawrence came from a close family and 
seemed undisturbed until his teens when the more salient parts of his personality- stoicisn, 
his rejection of women and historical interests in the east- emerged. The familiar events 
of his desert life are well recounted and with them, the aftermath of obscurity he chose, 


Perceptive and readable. (Full report on p. 411. 8/29. IC: 55-9223) 


Armitage, Flora 


Knopf 


Arciniegas, German 
AMERIGO AND THE NEW WORLD $5.00 


In scholarly terms, this clears Vespucci's name of the stigma of social thief- 
as the man who stole Columbus' fire by publicizing the New World. Painstakingly, Arcini- 
egas describes the whole of Amerigo's life and the elements that made him the man he was. 
Much of the material is naturally fascinating and as it recreates an era through a man, the 
reasons for the naming of America become natural too. (Full report on p. 407. 8/22) 


Knopf 


Samuel, Maurice 
THE PEOPLE OF THE BOOK $5.00 


This examination of certain biblical characters springs from Samuel's serious 
scholarliness and devotion for the Old Testament. Never deviating from the text, he gives 
us profounder knowledge of Ahasuerus, Balaam, Naomi, Rebekah, of David's three wives, of 
Jezebel, and of the struggle between Joseph and his brothers. For a thoughtful audience, 
this is good supplementary reading. (Full report on p. 408. 8/22. LC: 55-8887) 


Beebe, William Little, Brown- DSP 
ADVENTURING WITH BEEBE $4.50 


An intriguing cross section of adventuring takes the reader as far as the jungles 
of Venezuela and the depths of the sea. Twenty-one in all, the adventures cover Beebe's 
contributions to the natural sciences- and with his rare faculty of communication we share 
the drama and beauty of his experiences in this book. Liberally illustrated with photo- 


graphs. (Full report on p. 379. 8/8. IC: 55-9835) 


Cross, Beverly Little, Brown 
MARS IN CAPRICORN $3.50 

A distinctive story of a voyage and its men begins when the author, in Marseilles, 
finds his way to a Norwegian tramp steamer, and a two weeks tour turns into a climactic 


one of many months. Their route takes them to the West African coast and, as the rela- 
tionships of the men develop, there is a Conrad-like analysis that illumines the best @® 
and the worst in them. Serious and brutal, this gears itself to readers who are ready for 


it. (Full report on p. 411. LC: 55-980) 











/ 











July 1, 1955 Non-fiction for Young Adults- continued 435 (J-171) 


Bridge, Ann Macmillan 
A FAMILY OF TWO WORLDS: 4 Portrait of Her Mother $h 650 


The flavor of regional charm, the mores of a prosperous Creole household and 
of a more rigid New England homestead, emerge in an extraordinary piecing together of 
the author's mother's growing years. Though not intended as an autobiography, one gets 
a@ sense of an aware, sensitive, inquiring child with the rich experience of “a family 
of two worlds’ and the result should add new readers the Ann Bridge's established market. 
(Full report on p. 405. 9/6) 


Coffin, Robert P. Tristram Macmillan 
SELECTED POEMS $3.00 


Without the poetic subtlety of philosophy of Frost, Coffin nevertheless ranks 
next to him as poet-laureate of New England. His verse is simple and unaffected, his 
ardour for Maine deep and warm. This should have a good sale, regional as well as 
among 'middle-brow' poetry lovers. (Full report on p. 377. 7/26) | 


Weyand, Col. Alexander M, Macmillan 
THE SAGA OF AMERICAN FOOTBALL $4.50 


By a former all-American, this is a first rate coverage from the first game 
between Princeton and Rutgers in 1869 to the bowl games to today. There is a rich 
flavor as the author recaptures early games, the men who played and the careers they 
followed. For modern fans, here is a 5-yard line seat to watch the panorama of the 
past go by. (Full report on p. 412. 8/30) 


Richardson, Wyman Norton 
THE HOUSE ON NAUSET MARSH $3075 


A physician and nature lover, Wyman Richardson follows the ways of marsh 
creatures on land and in the air and water around his CapeCod home. With him we enjoy 
the ways of birds and of fish, of farm life, of a "do-nothing day"- and all the 
answers and speculations are full and satisfying. For the lover of nature and out- 
door life, quietly captivating. Illustrations by Henry Bugbee Kane. (Full report 


on p. 376. 7/11) 


Butler, Ewan Praeger 
CITY DIVIDED: BERLIN 1955 $3.95 


A report on 1955 Berlin looks back to the city's origins as a Slav village, 
follows its growth under the Hohenzollerns and then reveals it haunted by its status 
as an advance position of the West. Though Berlin seems outwardly healthy, it is in- 
wardly clouded by the high rate of social aberrations and these he analyzes along with 
the political and economic situations to make steady reporting in both a personal and 
a general sense. (Full report on p. 403. 8/10. LC: 55-9895) 


Dolson, Hildegarde Random House 
SORRY TO BE SO CHEERFUL $3.50 


A gay disregard for hiding her highlights under a shining blush marks these 
backward glimpses of the author's opinions, experiences, abilities and home base in- 
cidents. Among the things she has and the places she's been are insomnia, a flying 
lesson, a cold in Mexico, adventure in Greenwich Village, a home town in Pennsylvania- 
and you, the reader will have fun with these light hearted pieces. (Full report on p. 
340. 7/2. LC: 55-8144) 


Paul, Charlotte Random House 
MINDING OUR OWN BUSINESS $3.95 


The pressures and pleasures of publishing a country newspaper provide a 
chatty chronicle of the first years of an enterprise which took the author and her 
family from Chicago to the northwest. With more courage than cash they bought the 
Record and their gamut of problems includes personal as well as financial ones, For 
those who liked [t Happens Every Thursday, Here is another human interest beat with 
a personal byline. (Full report on p. 378. 7/28. I: 55-8145) 
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Univ. of N. Car. 
HIROSHIMA DIARY $3.50 


An emotional and intellectual experience,this should go far towards emphasizing @ 
the changed “climate of opinion" in which we now view nuclear weapons in offensive warfare. 
Having kept meticulous notes during the aftermath of the Hiroshima bombing, Dr. Hachiya 
selected what has been most important medically and humanly, with resultant bits of beauty 
as well as extreme pathos in his passages. Now with the goal as the avoidance of use, we 
can hope this grim portrait of what actually happened will serve as a deterrent to world 


disaster. (Full report on p. 379. 8/6) 


Hachiya, Dr. Michihiko 


Yale University Press 


Walker, Richard L. 
CHINA UNDER COMMUNISM $4.50 


A dispassionate survey of China's first five years under communism puts some 
grim facts and prospects on the board. Terming these years the flush of victory, Mr. 
Walker analyzes their aspects as similar tothose of Russia curing its first years as a 
Communist state. Continuing, he notes the disregard for individuals, the tendency to 
follow the U.S.S.R. in foreign affairs and in prospect, weighs historical fact against our 
holding out in terms of economic cooperation and keeping Taiwan as a symbol. A calm and 


sober coverage. (Full report on p. 375. 6/15. LC: 55-6422) 


Viking 
SALAMANDERS AND OTHER WONDERS $3.95 


"Still More Adventures Of A Romantic Naturalist" continues this author's ex- 
ploration of the world around us as he ranges from salamanders to olms and axolotls, un- 
explained riddles and other fancy-capturing phenomena, Chapters on fabulous mammals, on 
botany, on sea life- abound in case histories with political and controversial aspects 


Ley, Willy 


as well as the scientific. Illustrated, (Full report on p. 341. 7/22. LC: 55-7630) 
PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Abingdon 


Heron, Frances Dunlap 
KATHY ANN, KINDERGARTNER $2.00 


Written from a kindergartner’s viewpoint, this shows how children learn in the 
home, and early school, and amounts to being more helpful probably than many a learned 
tome on child psychology. The effects on a child of what parents do and say are enter- 
tainingly told. Church school workers should provide a plus market where the age level is 
included. (Full report on p. 381. Publ. LC: 55-6763) 


Harper 


Kennedy, Gail 
EDUCATION AT AMHERST $4.00 


A solid, stimulating contribution to literature on education, this is the record 
of a succesful attempt to change the pattern of education in one college. The changes, 
begun in 1947, were the substitution of a more intensive four course program for the first 
two years with seminar type periods; and the integration of previously separate subjects 
in one course. To any educator, to parents, to prospective Amherst students, this is sig- 


nificant. (Full report on p. 380. af 10, Le: 55-8552) 
g p q 


Harper 


Raymond, Louise 
ADOPTION....AND AFTER $3.00 


An inclusive and intelligent discussion of the special area of adoptive parents 
and adopted children should be of pertinent interest to adults planning to adopt and 
families who already have. In exploring the problems, it briefs the couple on emotional 
disturbances they themselves may have as well as those contingent to raising an adopted 
child, and throughout, a healthy attitude sensitive to fears and worries provides able and 
understanding counsel, (Full report on p. 409. 8/2k. LC: 55-8060) 





